[A 'connecting year' is useful in the medical curriculum].
The 'schakeljaar' (connecting year) is the final year of the medical curriculum in which both education and the preparation for clinical activity as a resident are important features. Thus, a smooth transition from medical study to residency is guaranteed. However, a few criteria must be met. Firstly, sufficient knowledge, skills and clinical independence must have been accumulated during the preceding years. Secondly, intensive supervision during the connecting year is indispensable for professional and personal development. Thirdly, a connecting year spent in a certain specialty should not interfere with the choice for residency in another specialty. The students ofthe Dutch Medical Association support a rapid and nationwide introduction ofa connecting year in all eight medical faculties.